Dear Teachers,
It is important to help the children at Camelback Bible Church develop the
skills that will enable them to use the Bible with confidence. This
confidence begins by knowing where to find individual books of the Bible.
These lessons provide a framework for teaching the order of the books of
the Bible. The 39 books of the Old Testament have been divided into 9
lessons, and the 27 books of the New Testament are presented in 7
lessons. The lesson format is repetitive—a short introduction, followed by
some memorization strategies and an activity, as well as a thumbnail
sketch of each book with a corresponding image.
An addendum describes several activities that require little or no additional
materials. These can be used to help with the task of memorizing the order
of these books. I’ve tried to include activities using rhythm, movement, and
peer interactions. Of course, any of the games described in the
Developing Bible Skills notebook can also be used.
A Books of the Bible powerpoint is on the computer and can be used as
an introductory or review tool. The various divisions of the Bible are
presented in different colors. Each book is introduced with a brief
description, followed by an icon, and then the title of the book appears.

Addendum
Before or After. Having a book in mind, say the book that is before
or after the one you’re thinking of. Example: If you are thinking of Mark,
you could say “I’m thinking of the book that is after Matthew,” or you could
say, “I’m thinking of the book that is before Luke.” The child who knows the
correct answer then takes a turn.
Clap-a-Word. Write names of “books of the day” on the board.
Have one volunteer leave the room (or turn his back). Have another
volunteer point to one book from the list so the others can see it. Then, the
first volunteer returns to the room, without looking at the list of books. The
group says the list of books, but claps on the selected word without saying
it (similar to BINGO). The first volunteer says which book was skipped. If he
gets stumped, let him look at the list displayed. Take turns clapping on
various words with various students leaving the room.
Clip It. The clothespins and length of rope from the supply
cabinet/crate will be needed for this activity. Choose either the bag of Old
or New Testament clothespins. Ask two volunteers to hold the ends of the
rope like a clothesline. Ask students to choose a clothespin and clip it on
the rope in a likely place…beginning, middle, or end. Continue with this
process, adjusting clips as necessary, until all clothespins have been
clipped. Lead the class in reciting the books of the Bible.
Erase-a-Word. This is very similar to Clap-a-Word except the
selected book is erased. When the child who left the room returns, he is to
identify the missing book and the individual or class recites the complete
list. This procedure continues until there are no words left and an individual
or the class recites the entire list of books.
Hot Potato. Have the class sit in a circle. Pass a ball or beanbag
from one person to the next saying the first book of the list before passing
to the next person, who then says the next book, and so on. Continue until
you complete the list.
Inside-Outside Circles. Divide the class in half. The first half forms
a circle, and the second half surrounds that circle. Each person can
practice the books of the Bible in ping-pong fashion with a partner. When

those partners are done, have inside circle rotate clockwise, and outside
circle move counterclockwise. Stop the movement at any time, allowing
new partnerships to form for more practice.
I Have, Who Has. The cards for this activity are located in the
cabinet/crate. Distribute the cards. The student with the “starter card” will
read, “I have Genesis, who has Exodus”, and then return the card to the
leader. The student who has “I have Exodus, who has Leviticus” will read
that card. This process will continue until all cards have been collected.
Slap, Clap, Snap. Ask class to sit in a circle. Have the entire group
get the rhythm of slapping their hands on their legs twice, clapping twice,
then right snap followed by left snap. Establish a slow, consistent rhythm.
Once the pattern is established, leader says “Genesis” on the right snap,
and class repeats “Genesis” on the left snap portion. Keep with the
pattern, but the next time, leader says “Exodus” on right snap, and class
repeats “Exodus” on left snap portion. Continue in a similar manner, saying
“Leviticus”, “Numbers”, and “Deuteronomy”. Repeat several times so all
students have multiple opportunities to say the names of the books of the
Bible focused on in a particular lesson.
Books of the Bible. The song is located in the folder on computer.
Books of the Bible. A powerpoint presentation is located in the
folder on computer.
Sword Drill. Each student should have a Bible. The leader holds up the
Bible and says, "Swords ready." Everyone lifts their closed Bible with the spine in
the palm of their hand, to head level or higher. The leader says the book, chapter
and verse (for example Genesis chapter 6, verse 8) and everyone repeats the book,
chapter and verse. The leader says "ready" and then shouts "go!" Everyone
brings their Bibles down and turns to the verse as quickly as possible. As soon as
a person finds the verse they stand up and read it. Score can be kept on an
individual or team basis.

Lesson 1: Old Testament—Books of Law or The Pentateuch
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the first five books
of the Bible

Introduction
The Bible consists of the Old Testament (OT) and the New Testament
(NT). The word ‘testament’ means ‘covenant’ or ‘contract.’ The word
‘Bible’ comes from Latin biblia, meaning ‘books.’ There are 66 Books in the
Bible: 39 in the OT; 27 in the NT. The OT was written long before Jesus
was born, and is divided into five divisions: Law, History, Poetry, Major
Prophets, and Minor Prophets. Today we’re going to learn the books of
Law.
1. Explain that the first five books of the Bible are Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, also know as the Pentateuch. This
word comes from two Greek words that mean "five books" or "five scrolls”.
The Pentateuch is often called the book of the Law
2. Ask the students who wrote the first five books. (Moses wrote the books
as God directed him.)
3. Write the names of the first five books of the Bible on the board.
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
God’s Everlasting Love Never Dies

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.

Say “Genesis” and students repeat; then say “Genesis, Exodus” and
students repeat; then “Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus”; and so on.
Activity: Introduce Snap, Clap, Snap using the books of the Law to
establish the technique before working with a longer list of books.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Genesis: Book of beginnings or “firsts”: the world,
sin, God’s rescue plan, God’s people….
but not the beginning of God

Exodus: God miraculously guides Israel’s “exit” from
Egypt and rescues the nation from slavery.

Leviticus: God gives Israel instructions or laws on
how to worship him.

40

Numbers: God’s people were prepared to enter the promised
land, but sinned and wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.

Deuteronomy: Moses reminded the Israelites what
God had done for them and what God expected of them.

x2

The name literally means “Second Law”. In his speech,
Moses gave the law the second time.

Lesson 2: Old Testament Books of History—Joshua,
Judges, Ruth
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law and add Joshua, Judges and Ruth.

Introduction
1. Explain that following the books of the Law are the books of History, the
second division in the OT. They include Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1&2
Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.
These are the historical narratives that tell us how the Israelites did
(and didn’t) live up to the Law.
2. Ask for volunteers (individuals or groups) to recite the books of the Law.
3. Write the names of the first three books of History on the board.
Joshua, Judges, Ruth
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.

Joshua judges Ruth
Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Joshua” and students repeat; then say “Joshua, Judges” and
students repeat; then “Joshua, Judges, Ruth”.
A variation of the above is to say “Joshua” and then clap, say
“Judges” and then clap, say “Ruth” and then double clap creating a rhythm.
Repeat numerous times.
Activity: Introduce Clap-a-Word to reinforce memorization of the books of
Genesis through Ruth.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions below to familiarize the students with the
contents of the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in
remembering the books in the correct order.

Joshua: Joshua (Israel’s new leader) leads Israel to
conquer the promised land, then parcels out territories to
the twelve tribes of Israel.

Judges: God’s people go through a cycle of
disobedience. They disobey, they confess, God gives
them a leader, they obey for a bit, and then it all starts over
again.

Ruth: In the story of Ruth, two widows lose everything,
and find hope in Israel—which leads to the birth of the
future King David.

Lesson 3: Old Testament Books of History—1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings,
1&2 Chronicles

Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law, Joshua, Judges and Ruth, and then add 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2
Chronicles.

Introduction
1. Ask for a volunteer (or whole class) to recite the books of the Law.
2. Next ask an individual/group to name the first three books of History.
3. Invite class to recite the books of the Bible from Genesis through Ruth.
4. Today we’ll be learning the next three books of History. Remind the
students that these are historical narratives that tell us how the
Israelites did (and didn’t’t) live up to the Law.
5. Write the names of the next three books of History on the board. Each
of these is a two-part book.
1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles
Share with students that a “chronicle” is a factual written record of
important or historical events in the order of their occurrence.
6. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Samuel kicks chronicles (records).

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of these books
in a ping-pong fashion.

Say “1&2 Samuel” and students repeat; then say “1&2 Samuel, 1&2
Kings” and students repeat; then “1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2
Chronicles.” Repeat several times.
Activity: Introduce Hot Potato to reinforce memorization of the books of
Genesis through 1&2 Chronicles.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order

1&2 Samuel: God sends Samuel, the prophet, to Israel;
but soon Israel demands a king. Samuel anoints Saul, and
later David, a man after God’s own heart.

1&2 Kings: The kingdom of Israel has a time of peace and
prosperity under King Solomon, but afterward the nation splits in
two. Both kingdoms ignore God and his prophets, until they both
fall captive to other world empires.

1&2 Chronicles: These books trace the history of the nation of Israel
from Adam through David, the building of the temple by
Solomon, and ultimately the temple’s
destruction and the nation’s exile to Babylon.

Lesson 4: Old Testament Books of History—Ezra, Nehemiah,
Esther
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law, as well as the books of History—Joshua, Judges and Ruth, 1&2
Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, and then add Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through 1&2
Chronicles. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like
to recite the names of these books.
2. Today we’ll be learning the last three books of History. Remind the
students that these are historical narratives that tell us how the
Israelites did (and didn’t) live up to the Law.
3. Write the names of the last three books of History on the board.
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Ezra needs Esther

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Ask students to say “Ezra” and students repeat; then say “Ezra,
Nehemiah” and students repeat; then “Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther”.
A variation of the above is to say “Ezra” and then clap, say
“Nehemiah” and then clap, say “Esther” and then double clap creating a
rhythm. Repeat numerous times.

Activity: Introduce Inside-Outside Circles to reinforce memorization of
the books of Genesis through Esther.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order

Ezra: The Israelites rebuild the temple in Jerusalem,
and a scribe named Ezra teaches the people
to once again obey God’s laws.

Nehemiah: The city of Jerusalem is in bad shape, so Nehemiah is
granted permission to rebuild the wall around the city.

Esther: Esther becomes queen just in time to save her
people from a deadly plot.

Lesson 5: Old Testament Books of Poetry—Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law, History and Poetry.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through
Esther. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. Today we’ll be learning the books of Poetry. Remind the students that
although these are called books of Poetry, they actually include other
forms of literature as well. These books tell us how the people
responded to their relationship with God in the Old Testament.
3. Write the names of the books of Poetry on the board.
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Job paid people every Saturday.

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Job” and students repeat; then say “Job, Psalms” and students
repeat; then “Job, Psalms, Proverbs” and students repeat. Continue to add
one book each time until the students are saying all five books of Poetry
Activity: Use Slap, Clap Snap to reinforce memorization of the books of
Genesis through Song of Solomon.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order

Job: Job is a righteous man whose faith is tested. He
questions the situation, but remains faithful to God and God
shows him that He is in control.

Psalms: A collection of 150 songs that Israel sang to God (and to
each other)—kind of like a hymnal for the ancient Israelites.

Proverbs: A collection of sayings written to help
people make wise decisions that bring about justice

Ecclesiastes: A reminder that without God everything is
meaningless.

Song of Solomon: A collection of poems showing
God’s love for Israel and Christ’s love for His bride, the
Church.

Lesson 6: Old Testament Major Prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law, History, and Poetry followed by the Major Prophets--Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through Song
of Solomon. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like
to recite the names of these books.
2. The next division in the OT is the Major Prophets. Emphasize the fact
that there are five books of major prophecy, but only four major
prophets. The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah as well
as the book with his name. When God had a message for the
people, He spoke to them through prophets: men moved by the Holy
Spirit to speak God’s words.
3. Write the names of the books of the Major Prophets on the board.
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Isaiah jabs Larry, Ezekiel and Daniel.

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Ask students to say “Isaiah” and students repeat; then say “Isaiah,
Jeremiah” and students repeat; then “Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations”, and
so forth.

Activity: Use Before or After to reinforce memorization of the books of
Genesis through Daniel.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in
remembering the books in the correct order.

Isaiah: Isaiah hears God’s call and responds, “Here am I! Send
me!” Isaiah prophesied for over 40 years.

Jeremiah: God sends the prophet, Jeremiah, to warn Israel about
the coming Babylonian captivity. Because the people don’t like his
message, Jeremiah is mistreated. Jeremiah is known as the
“weeping prophet”.

Lamentations: God’s people are lamenting (grieving)
over their nation after the Babylonian attacks; Jeremiah
reminds them of God’s faithfulness.

Ezekiel: God chooses Ezekiel to speak to Israel about their
sinfulness and His promise to give them a new heart.

Daniel: Daniel becomes a high-ranking wise man in
the Babylonian and Persian empires, interprets dreams,
saves lives, and has prophetic visions concerning
Israel’s future.

Lesson 7: Old Testament Minor Prophets—Hosea, Joel,
Amos, Obadiah
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Law, History, Poetry, and Major Prophets followed by the first four books of
the Minor Prophets

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through
Daniel. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. The Minor Prophets is the last division in the OT. All of the Minor
Prophets were grouped together into one larger book called “the
Twelve.” They contain major prophecies; however, we call them Minor
Prophets due to the relative brevity of these books.
3. Write the first four books of the Minor Prophets on the board.
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Hosea just ate oranges.

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Hosea” and students repeat; then say “Hosea, Joel” and
students repeat; then “Hosea, Joel Amos”, and so forth.
Activity: Use Hot Potato to reinforce memorization of the books of
Genesis through Obadiah.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students
in remembering the books in the correct order.

Hosea: God uses an unfaithful wife to teach Israel about
their sin and His love for them anyway.

Joel: God sends a plague of locusts to judge Israel, but
his judgment on the surrounding nations is coming, too.

Amos: A shepherd named Amos preaches against the
injustice of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Obadiah: God promises to bring justice against his
enemies and to one day restore Jerusalem.

Lesson 8: Old Testament Minor Prophets—Jonah, Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Bible from Genesis through Habakkuk.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through
Obadiah. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. Today we’ll be learning the next four books of the Minor Prophets.
Remember, we call them Minor Prophets due to the relative brevity of
these books.
3. Write the names of the next four books of the Minor Prophets on the
board.
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Jonah made nine hats.

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Jonah” and students repeat; then say “Jonah, Micah;” and
students repeat; then “Jonah, Micah, Nahum”, and so forth.
Activity: Use Erase-a-Word to reinforce memorization of the books of
Jonah through Habakkuk. Extend the review to include all Minor Prophets
from Hosea through Habakkuk.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Jonah: A disobedient prophet runs from God, is swallowed
by a great fish, and then preaches God’s message to the city
of Nineveh.

Micah: Micah prophesies that the Messiah will be born in
Bethlehem.

Nahum: Nahum calls people to repent because God is going to
judge the world.

Habakkuk: God will even use evil nations to bring
about His good plan.

God’s
Plan

Lesson 9: Old Testament Minor Prophets—Zephaniah,
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of the
Old Testament.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the Bible from Genesis through
Habakkuk. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. Today we’ll be learning the last four books of the Minor Prophets.
Remember, we call them Minor Prophets due to the relative brevity of
these books. They contain major prophecies.
3. Write the names of the next four books of the Minor Prophets on the
board.
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to
create their own memory tool.
Zip Haggai’s Zipper, Malachi.

Memorization strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Zephaniah” and students repeat; then say “Zephaniah. Haggai;”
and students repeat; then “Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah”, and so forth.
Activity: Use Clap-a-Word to reinforce memorization of the books of
Zephaniah through Malachi. Extend the review to include all Minor
Prophets—Hosea through Malachi.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Zephaniah: Zephaniah called the people to repent because
God will judge Israel and the surrounding nations.

Haggai: The book of Haggai begins as a wake-up call to
the Jews to build the temple, but it ends with an example of
how God delights in His children’s obedience.

Zechariah: The prophet Zechariah calls the people to
repent, but also shares visions of comfort and hope,

Malachi: Malachi tells the people to wait on the
deliverance of the Lord.

Lesson 1: New Testament—The Gospels
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the first four books
of the New Testament.

Introduction
1. The NT books are about Jesus and what it means to follow Him. It is
divided into five parts: the Gospels, Acts of the apostles, Pauline
Letters, General letters, and Revelation.
2. The first four books in the NT are called the Gospels. The “gospel” is
the Good News about what Jesus has done for us in His perfect life and
death. It is about His goodness and power. God’s prophets in the Old
Testament promised this Good News long ago. The titles of the gospels
are Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The main message of these books
is Jesus and what He did and said while here on earth. The authors of
those books knew Jesus personally; therefore they could say that what
they wrote was the truth.
2. Write the names of the Gospels on the board.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
3. Ask the students who wrote these books.
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.

Many Men Like John

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.

Say “Matthew” and students repeat; then say “Matthew, Mark” and
students repeat; then “Matthew, Mark, Luke”; and so on.
Activity: Use Erase-a-Word to reinforce memorization of the order of the
gospels

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Matthew: This is an eyewitness account of Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection, focusing on Jesus’ role as the true
king of the Jews.

Mark: This brief eyewitness account tells who Jesus is
and that His death is for all the people.

Luke: Luke writes the most thorough account of
Jesus’ life, pulling together eyewitness testimonies to
tell the full story of Jesus.
John: John lists stories of signs and miracles with the
hope that readers will believe in Jesus.

Jesus =
God +
man

Lesson 2: New Testament—History of the Early Church
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the first four books
of the New Testament followed by Acts.

Introduction
1. Review the Gospels; then write “Acts” on the board. Share that Luke
wrote Acts. This book tells about the apostles’ actions and the growth
of the early church.
2. Write the names of the Gospels and Acts on the board.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts
3. Ask the students who wrote these books…emphasizing that Luke wrote
Acts as well.
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Many Men Like John’s Acts

Memorization Strategies
Lead class in reciting the books of the NT from Matthew through
John. Point to the word “Acts”, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Say “Matthew” and students repeat; then say “Matthew, Mark” and
students repeat; then so on through Acts.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of Matthew
through Acts in a ping-pong fashion.
Activity: Use Before or After to reinforce memorization of the order of the
gospels

Thumbnail Sketches

Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Acts: Jesus returns to the Father, the Holy Spirit comes to
the church, and the gospel of Jesus spreads throughout the
world as Paul and others go on missionary journeys.

Lesson 3: New Testament—The Pauline Epistles—Romans,
1&2Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the books of
Matthew through Acts and then add the first seven Pauline letters.

Introduction
1. Ask if anyone can recite the first five books of the New Testament.
2. Explain that the next division in the NT is the Pauline Epistles. There are
13 epistles or letters written by Paul in the NT.
3. Write the names of the first seven Pauline epistles on the board.
Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Roman Corinthians, Go Eat Popcorn Carefully

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Romans” and students repeat; then say “Romans, 1&2
Corinthians” and students repeat; then “Romans, 1&2 Corinthians,
Galatians”; and so on.
Activity: Use Snap, Clap, Snap to reinforce memorization of the order of
the gospels though Colossians.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Romans: Before his first visit to the church in
Rome, Paul writes this letter introducing himself and
explaining the truth of the gospel.

1&2 Corinthians: Paul wrote two letters to the church in
Corinth explaining that being part of God’s family working
together to bring Him glory.

Galatians: Paul wrote to the people in Galatia who
were confused about the gospel because of false
teachers.

Ephesians: In this letter, Paul tells the people in
Ephesus how to walk in grace, peace, and love as
part of God’s family.

Philippians: An encouraging letter to the church of
Philippi from Paul, telling them how to have joy in Christ
through knowing Jesus.

Colossians: In his letter to the church in Galatia Paul
said that the Good News of Jesus Christ affects every area
of our lives.

Lesson 4: New Testament—The Pauline Epistles—1&2
Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of Gospels, followed
by the Pauline letters.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the NT from Matthew through
Colossians. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. Remind the students that this division in the NT is the Pauline Epistles,
or letters. There are 13 epistles or letters written by Paul in the NT. Seven
have been learned, and now we will learn the last six.
3. Write the names of the last six Pauline epistles on the board.
1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Tessa, Tim, and Titus are in Philly. Or, just think: Triple T and a P
(FYI: The T names are in ABC order.)

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “1&2 Thessalonians” and students repeat; then say “1&2
Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy” and students repeat; then “1&2
Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus”; and so on.
Activity: Use Inside-Outside Circles to reinforce memorization of the
order of these books of the Bible.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

1&2 Thessalonians: Paul encourages the church in
Thessalonica to “excel still more” in faith, hope, and love
and stand firm until the coming of Jesus.

1&2 Timothy: Paul encourages Timothy to boldly preach
the good news of Jesus to everyone.

Titus: Paul encourages Titus to have the church teach
and encourage one another.

Philemon: Paul strongly recommends that Philemon
accept his runaway slave as a brother, not a slave.

Lesson 5: New Testament—General Epistles—Hebrews,
James, 1&2 Peter
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the first four
General Epistles.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the NT from Matthew through
Philemon. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to
recite the names of these books.
2. The next section is called the General Epistles, or letters. For the most
part, the following letters were written to large groups of Christians living in
the first-century Roman empire. These letters address a wide array of
topics important to Christians of the time. With the exceptions of Hebrews,
these letters are named after their traditional authors.
3. Write the names of the first four General Epistles on the board.
Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
He-bruises James & Peter

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping-pong fashion.
Say “Hebrews” and students repeat; then say “Hebrews, James” and
students repeat; then “Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter”; and so on.
Activity: Use Clap-a-Word to reinforce memorization of the order of
these books of the Bible.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

Hebrews: A letter encouraging Christians to cling to Christ
despite persecution, because He is greater.

James: Show that you are a Christian by the way you live
your life.

1&2 Peter: Pay attention to the Word of God and
live by it.

Lesson 6: New Testament—General Epistles—1,2,&3 John,
Jude
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of the next four
General Epistles.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the NT from Matthew through 1&2
Peter. Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to recite
the names of these books.
2. Remind the students that this section is called the General Epistles. For
the most part, the following letters were written to large groups of Christians
living in the first-century Roman empire. These letters address a wide array
of topics important to Christians of the time. With the exceptions of
Hebrews, these letters are named after their traditional authors.
3. Write the names of the last four General Epistles on the board.
1st, 2nd, 3rd John, Jude
4. Use of the following mnemonic device might assist students in
remembering the books in the correct order. Students might want to create
their own memory tool.
Triple John & and Jude

Memorization Strategies
As you point to each word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the books in a
ping pong fashion.
Say “1st, 2nd, 3rd John” and students repeat; then say “1st, 2nd, 3rd
John, Jude” and students repeat; and so on.
Activity: Use Before or After to reinforce memorization of the order
of these books of the Bible.

Thumbnail Sketches
Use the brief descriptions to familiarize the students with the contents of
the books. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering
the books in the correct order.

1 John: John writes a letter to Christians about
keeping Jesus’ commands and loving one another.

2 John: A brief letter about walking in obedience.

3 John: An even shorter letter—postcard style—
about Christian fellowship (definition: a friendly
association with people who share common interests)

Jude: Jude warns people not to listen to false teachers.

Lesson 7: New Testament—Revelation
Objective Students will be able to recite the names of all the books of
the New Testament.

Introduction
1. Lead class in reciting the books of the NT from Matthew through Jude.
Ask if any individual or small group of students would like to recite the
names of these books.
2. John wrote the last book in the Bible, Revelation. It’s the only book of
its genre. Most of the New Testament is history or a letter. Revelation is
sent as a letter with a traditional greeting and direct messages to the
recipients, but the bulk of the letter is a record of John’s vivid symbolic
visions. No other book of the New Testament feels like Revelation.
3. Write the word “Revelation” on the board.

Memorization Strategies
As you point to the word, pronounce it and then ask students to be
the echo. Repeat several times.
Say “1st, 2nd, 3rd John” and students repeat; then say “1st, 2nd, 3rd
John, Jude” and students repeat; then “1st, 2nd, 3rd John, Jude, &
Revelation”.
Divide the class and have the groups say the names of the NT books
in a ping-pong fashion.
Activity: Use Slap, Clap, Snap to reinforce memorization of the
order of these books of the Bible.

Thumbnail Sketch
Use the brief description to familiarize the students with the content of this
book. The pictures can be used to assist the students in remembering the
books in the correct order.
Revelation: John sees visions of things that have been,

things that are, and things that are yet to come.

“Behold, I am
coming soon!
Revelation 22:12

